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Our Mission:  

The mission of the South Plains workforce system is to meet the needs of the region's 

employers for a highly skilled workforce by educating and preparing workers. 

 

 

 

June Newsletter  
Lubbock MSA and Regional Unemployment  
Lubbock's MSA unemployment rate for June was 3.9%, 

up 0.7% from April's 3.2%. Amarillo and Austin-Round 

Rock MSA's recorded the lowest unemployment rate 

among Texas MSA's at 3.4%. Midland's MSA was next at 

3.5% followed by College Station-Bryan's MSA at 3.8%. 

  

*Employment estimates released by TWC are produced in 

cooperation with the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of 

Labor Statistics. All estimates are subject to revision. To 

access this and more employment data, visit tracer2.com.  

 

The TWC Lubbock MSA and South Plains 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Annual Awards of 

Excellence & 

Board Meeting 

~July 26, 2017~ 

 

South Plains Career Expo 

~October 18, 2017~ 

 

South Plains Job Fair 

-October 24, 2017- 

 

Hiring Red, White & You 

Veterans Job Fair 

-November 9, 2017- 

  

http://spworkforce.us12.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=385d6e09e627cad3fffc9d93f&id=00f70ef3e1&e=516b2a2ead


WDA Economic Profiles provide a breakdown 

of employment by industry. Click on the 

images to the right to access the profiles. 
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Like us on Facebook!  
 

 

     

 

 

Follow us on Twitter!  
 

 

     

 

 

Visit our Website!  
 

 

     

 

 

Follow us on 
LinkedIn!  

 

 

     

 

 

 

Click image to 

view full report: 

http://spworkforce.us12.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=385d6e09e627cad3fffc9d93f&id=f2829bfb1f&e=516b2a2ead
http://spworkforce.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=385d6e09e627cad3fffc9d93f&id=94622f68f6&e=516b2a2ead
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Lubbock Metropolitan 

Statistical Area (MSA) 

 

 

 

Click image to 

view full report: 

South Plains Regional 

Workforce Development Area 
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view full report:  

Lubbock LAUS 

County-by-County 

Unemployment Rates 

 

 

 

 

 

Fossil fuels continue to power America 

http://spworkforce.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=385d6e09e627cad3fffc9d93f&id=45918468b8&e=516b2a2ead
http://spworkforce.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=385d6e09e627cad3fffc9d93f&id=6bcea182a8&e=516b2a2ead
http://spworkforce.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=385d6e09e627cad3fffc9d93f&id=deb44d8ea0&e=516b2a2ead


  

 

 

Alex Mills, executive director, Texas Alliance of Energy Producers.  

 

Even though renewable energy has been the darling of state and federal governments for 

more than a decade, the old fossil fuels – oil, natural gas and coal – continue to generate 

most of America’s energy. 

 Fossil fuels have provided more than 80% of total U.S. energy consumption for more 

than 100 years, according to the Energy Information Administration (EIA). 

EIA released a report last week stating that fossil fuels accounted for 81 percent of U.S. 

energy consumption in 2016. 

Petroleum, which encompasses nearly all transportation fuels and several petroleum-

based fuels used in homes, businesses, and industries, continues to be the largest source 

of energy consumption. Petroleum consumption has increased in each of the past 4 

years. 

Consumption of natural gas has risen in 9 of the past 10 years. As recently as 2006, the 

United States consumed more coal than natural gas (in energy-equivalent terms), but as 

natural gas consumption has increased, particularly in the electric power sector, natural 

gas use in 2016 was about twice that of coal. 



Coal consumption fell nearly 9 percent in 2016, following a 14 percent drop in 2015. 

Overall, US coal consumption has declined almost 38 percent since 2005. In each of the 

past 20 years, the power sector has accounted for more than 90% of total U.S. coal 

consumption. 

In 2016, the renewable share of energy consumption in the United States was 10.5 

percent, according to EIA. This was the largest renewable share since the 1930s, when 

overall energy consumption was lower, and the amount of biomass consumption 

(mainly wood) was relatively high. The greatest growth in renewables over the past 

decade has been in solar and wind electricity generation. Liquid biofuel consumption—

more than half of which is ethanol blended into motor gasoline—has also increased in 

recent years, contributing to the growing renewable share of total energy consumption. 

Many of the federal tax subsidies for wind and solar were scheduled to expire, but were 

extended in 2015. 

The Investment Tax Credit provides a 30 percent tax credit for the cost to develop solar 

energy projects. This credit is now extended until the end of 2019, when it will begin to 

decrease incrementally until 2022. In 2022 and beyond, a 10 percent tax credit for both 

utility and commercially operated solar projects will be available, while the tax credits 

for residential solar projects will expire in 2022. Before the extension took effect, the 

tax credit was set to decrease from 30 percent to 10 percent, or expire completely, 

depending on the sector, in 2016. 

The Production Tax Credit, as it relates to the generation of electricity from wind plants, 

provides a 2.3 cent per kilowatt hour (kWh) tax credit for the first 10 years of 

production. This rate currently applies to plants that are under construction by the end of 

2016. After 2016, the value of the tax credit for wind generation will decrease 

incrementally until it expires in 2020. Before the extension, the tax credit had expired at 

the end of 2014. 

-30- 

Alex Mills is President of the Texas Alliance of Energy Producers. The opinions 

expressed are solely of the author. 
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Texas Ends 2016 with 210,200 Jobs Added Over the Year 

State unemployment rate remains at 4.6 percent in December 

AUSTIN ⎯ Texas has added an estimated 210,200 seasonally adjusted jobs since 

December 2015 with the addition of 800 nonfarm jobs this December. The state 

has added jobs in 20 of the past 21 months. Texas' seasonally adjusted 

unemployment rate maintained a 4.6 percent rate in December. 

Read the full press release. 

 

 

Sources: 

Texas Labor Market Review  

http://www.tracer2.com/admin/uploadedPublications/2138_TLMR-Current_Edition.pdf 
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Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list  

  

 

Workforce Solutions South Plains is an equal opportunity employer/programs.  

Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 

Relay Texas: 711 (voice); 800-735-2989 (TDD); or Relay Texas Spanish 800-662-4954. 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

This email was sent to Danny.Soliz@spworkforce.org  

why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences  
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